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According to 
the Philosopher

 ... if something can be expressed with 
words, three words are sufficient.

 Since the Ministry of Health is not a 
philosopher, it takes eight:

“No cause-effect relationship between HIV 
and AIDS”

This having said, I could thank you all for attention and leave, 
however ...



 I shall present data from the Italian Ministry of 
Health that support the hypothesis that HIV is 
not (the sole) cause of AIDS.

 The reason for this choice (i.e. presenting 
bureaucratic data) derives from logic:

 
 Here we have two formal systems, one serving as 

the foundation to construct the other: a “scientific 
theory” that states that AIDS is caused by HIV, 
and a superimposing corpus of laws and policies 
dealing with HIV and AIDS.  

 



 The axiom is that, 25 years after the onset of the 
“epidemic”, laws and policies must be based on 
solid scientific evidence (otherwise the problems 
for public health would be much greater than a 
scientific dispute). 

 In other words, the two systems must be 
isomorphic (in terms of Wittgenstein’s 
definition). 

 Thus, in order to verify the theory (HIV=AIDS), 
we studied the laws and the policies.
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Let’s start with the obvious

 If AIDS was caused by HIV, this fact (a cause-effect 
relationship) should be written somewhere. (Dr. Mullis? "If 
there is evidence that HIV causes AIDS, there should be scientific documents which either singly or 
collectively demonstrate that fact, at least with a high probability. There is no such document.")

 Here we have the official web page of the 
Ministry, just recently updated, entitled 

 Conoscere HIV and AIDS



A cause-effect relationship is never mentioned. 
Please notice, this page is for the lay public who is not supposed to 

know anything about HIV or AIDS.



However …
 The Ministry knows (and uses) the concept of 

cause-effect, even when it is somehow 
debatable ...

Smoking causes 
deadly lung cancer



This is the law that dictates the exact words, size 
and font of the characters that must be written 
on cigarette packs.



Consistent with this approach

 ( i.e. no explicit declaration of cause-effect 
relationship ) 

 In Italy, AIDS can be diagnosed in the absence 
of signs of HIV infection.



This reminds of something ...





 Official Bulletin of the Italian Republic 
N. 110 of May 13, 1994. 

 “AIDS can be diagnosed in the absence of 
positive results of HIV infection if one of the 
diseases used to define AIDS is definitely 
diagnosed.” (i.e. HIV-free patient with chronic Herpes 
simplex mucosal infection - chronic is intended as lasting at least 
one month - has to be classified as an AIDS patient). 

 AIDS without virus, officially recognized.
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In the next slide

 The original text where the Ministry states that 
AIDS can be diagnosed in the absence of 
positive results of HIV infection (red arrow).





Other notable inconsistencies 
( if HIV was the cause of AIDS )

 No AIDS if there are no signs of HIV 
infection and the immunodeficiency is due to 

 high dosage steroid therapy 
 Hodgkin’s disease 
 multiple myeloma 
 lymphocytic leukemia. 

 All this is quite logical, but ...



But ... it is AIDS
 If, in the absence of signs of HIV infection, 

immunodeficiency is due to “other known causes 
of immunodeficiency” i.e.

 
 diabetes
 sarcoidosis
 pregnancy

 i.e.  AIDS is caused by diabetes, sarcoidosis, 
  and pregnancy!



Is AIDS a relevant disease in Italy?
Not really, according to the Ministry
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 Infectious diseases are classified into five 
classes, in order of importance for 

the threat to public health 

 The first class is defined as “diseases for which 
immediate notification is required either because 
under international health rule or because they 
are of particular interest”. In this class there are 
13 diseases including, e.g., cholera, botulism, 
tetanus, influenza and rabies. 



 The second class is defined as “diseases that are 
relevant because at high frequency and/or 
susceptible of control interventions”. In this class 
there are 25 diseases including, e.g., hepatitis, 
measles, mumps, scarlet fever and whooping 
cough.



 AIDS is in a third class (not of particular 
interest, not relevant, not at high frequency, nor 
susceptible of control interventions).



Why is AIDS so scarcely relevant?

The numbers of 
HIV and AIDS in Italy

 Since no national surveillance system of new 
HIV infections is implemented, the number is 
only estimated. The incidence of new HIV 
infections is 6 new cases for 100.000 residents 
per year.  



AIDS-related deaths

 There have been 39.000 AIDS-related deaths in 
26 years. 

 In Italy about 600.000 people die every year in 
a population of 60.000.000. 
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AIDS deaths in Tuscany

 7 deaths in 2005, and 4 deaths in 2006, with a 
lethality rate of 4.7% (lethality rate here is 
calculated by the Public Health Service as the 
ratio between the number of new AIDS cases 
diagnosed in the year 2006, i.e. 85 cases, and 
the number of deaths, i.e. 4).

 Tuscany has a population of 3.714.807. 



No pediatric AIDS in Italy

 Pediatric AIDS cases in Italy are about 1.3% of 
total AIDS cases since the beginning of the 
“epidemic”.

  In the years 2007-2008 there were only 5 
pediatric cases of AIDS in Italy.

 



 However …

 From the beginning of the “epidemic” there have 
been 28 newborn babies with AIDS not 
attributable to vertical transmission, haemophilia 
or blood transfusions. No pediatric AIDS cases 
were reported as associated with haemophilia or 
blood transfusions.

 Could this be due to drugs assumed by the 
(seronegative) mother during pregnancy? 



No spread of AIDS 
in the general population

 In Italy, more than 25 years after its onset, 
AIDS is still confined to intravenous drug 
(mainly heroin) users and male homosexuals. 
Thus, in the years 2006-2007, AIDS incidence 
in general (heterosexual) population was 
1/100.000, in homosexuals, almost 5-fold 
higher, and in intravenous drug users, about 
100-fold higher. 





No nosocomial AIDS in Italy
  
… occupational exposure to HIV is uncommon, 

and the overall risk of seroconversion after 
contact with HIV positive blood is extremely 
low (seroconversion rate, 0–0.42%). … It is 
estimated that 99.7% of health care workers, 
who are exposed to HIV, will not be infected 
(Ippolito et al., 1993; Marcus, 1988). 



Policies about HIV test in Italy
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• HIV test can be performed only with the explicit consent 
of the interested person to whom information has to be 
given about the test and possible consequences.

• Hospitalization does not allow health care providers to 
perform HIV test as screening procedure.

• A subject who undergoes HIV test has the right to 
anonymity.

• The results of HIV test can be communicated directly 
only to the interested person and no one else.

• Also in prison, HIV test can be performed only with the 
explicit consent of the interested person.

• The employer cannot ask the employee (or a candidate) to 
undergo HIV test.

• No HIV test can be performed during military visit or 
service.

• There is no need for medical prescription to perform HIV 
test in Public Health laboratories.



No epidemic of HIV 
testing in Italy



This passage states that about 60% of newly diagnosed 
AIDS cases are “discovered” to be seropositive only 
when AIDS is diagnosed.



 
 This indicates that the subject already has some 

condition suggestive of immunosuppression, most often 
an infective disease (and most often TB); at that point, 
HIV test is performed and it is positive.

 



Needless to say …

 “We can be exposed to HIV many times without being 
chronically infected. Our immune system will get rid of the 
virus within a few weeks, if you have a good immune system.” 

 This means that, if you do not have a good immune system 
(and there are hundreds of reasons for this), you could be 
chronically infected with HIV, as these data seem to indicate.



Obviously, these subjects did not assume 
antiretrovirals before …



And nevertheless ...



Doctors and antiretrovirals in Italy
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Why does the Ministry appear to be 
so lukewarm toward HIV testing 

and toward HIV in general?





Here we have two hypotheses.
1. Downplaying the role of HIV allows to put 

little emphasis on condoms (please remember 
that there is no recommendation at all about 
using condoms).







 “... giacché il fenomeno dell'aids è una 
patologia dello spirito che oltre al corpo 
coinvolge tutta la persona, i rapporti 
interpersonali, la vita sociale e familiare ed è 
spesso accompagnato da una crisi di valori 
morali.” 

 Card. Javier Lozano Barragan, World AIDS Day, 
November 30, 2003)
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Hypothesis n. 2
 The Ministry prefers to maintain a neutral position between 

orthodox science and “non conventional” views.

 This would not be surprising or unprecedented in Italy: for 
example, since 1996 the Public Health Service of Tuscany 
specifically sustains and encourages non conventional medicine 
(that includes homeopathy) in public ambulatories claiming that 
“about 70% of patients reported a benefit”. 





And also this is interesting for those of us who work in a 
department of experimental pathology and oncology 

www.patgen.eu







It is often said
 that dissidents criticize (deconstruct) without 

proposing ...
Deconstruction is the way to bring to the light 
contradictions hidden in common sense opinions and 
ideas, since every concept that we consider clear and 
definite is inextricably connected with its antithesis. In 
physics, radioactive disintegration of a neutron in a 
proton and a nuclear electron is the equivalent of 
deconstruction. Considering the common sense opinion 
“HIV is the cause of AIDS”, according to Derrida we can 
expect that it is connected with its antithesis “AIDS is not 
caused by HIV”. The antithesis was immediately found 
when we analyzed laws and policies of the Ministry of 
Health using Derrida’s approach. Derrida’s method 
consisted in conducting thorough, careful, sensitive, and 
yet transformational readings of philosophical and 
literary texts, with an ear to what in those texts runs 
counter to their apparent systematicity (structural unity) 
or intended sense (authorial genesis). 
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If we read according to Derrida’s method
 then the information from the Ministry of Health is quite clear:

HIV is not the cause of AIDS

 As Derrida implies, this probably runs counter to the intended 
sense, but nevertheless this is exactly what we read. And then 
what is true? What we are able to read, or what we may suspect 
that somebody else maybe wanted to say but was unable to 
express? I prefer to consider true what I can read, if a truth has 
to exist.



After deconstruction



recent scientific evidence led us to 
hypothesize that HIV, rather than being 
simply a harmless passenger virus might 
even ...
 Please come to Firenze at the 
Military Health Academy to find out about 
the killer’s promises.



HIV and apoptosis of cancer cells: the killer’s promises
Ruggiero Marco, Punzi Tiziana, Morucci Gabriele, Pacini Stefania

Dipartimento di Patologia e Oncologia Sperimentali, Firenze

 It is estimated that HIV has been in humans for more than 100 
years, thus establishing a delicate survival balance (Curr Opin 
HIV AIDS. 2009; 4: 247-52). In fact, HIV-produced Vpr protein is 
cytotoxic against a number of different tumor cells, and in vivo 
studies have indicated an anti-cancer effect mediated by Vpr (Curr 
HIV Res. 2009; 7: 144-52). 

 The anti-tumor properties of HIV are responsible for 
establishing a symbiotic relationship in humans. 

 
 HIV-associated anti-tumor activity could be responsible for its 

symbiotic relationship with humans that has led to its persistence; 
anti-tumor activity could also be responsible for the fact that, 
despite the potential for different divergent viruses to spread, 
surprisingly few viruses successfully expanded in humans (Curr 
Opin HIV AIDS. 2009; 4: 247-52). 
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FAQ

Marco Ruggiero



 When did your interest in AIDS begin?

 Which are your credentials to speak about 
AIDS?



 It is a long story: my grandfather Carlo had fought 
Erwin Rommel at the battle of Caporetto and I had 
been told how Rommel’s battalion had used chemical 
warfare gas during the battles of the Isonzo; ever 
since I developed an interest for chemical and 
biological warfare. 



In 1982-83
 I was serving in the Italian Army, (Arma dei 

Carabinieri), as Lieutenant Medical Officer 
under the command of Colonel Montella.

 As a Medical Officer I had been trained in non-
conventional warfare (difesa ABC: Atomica, 
Biologica, Chimica). In the following slides my original 
sketches from the Army Academy dealing with biological 
warfare.  







In 1982

 HIV was not mentioned among pathogenic 
viruses. But, did it exist? YES! In fact, 
according to a recently published article, It is 
estimated that HIV has been in humans for 
more than 100 years.



However,

 in 1982-83 in Italy there was little information 
about AIDS, and in the winter of 1982 I was 
sent to the U.S. for a mission. While I was 
there, I collected information about the new 
“epidemic”.



In 1984

 I was post-doc at Burroughs Wellcome Co, 
Research Triangle Park, NC, working on signal 
transduction and protease inhibitors, while, at 
the same time, other researchers at BW where 
working on AZT. 

 One of our papers on protease inhibitors was 
communicated to PNAS by Nobel laureate, Sir 
John Vane.





In 1987
 I was visiting scientist at the National Cancer Institute of the 

NIH, Bethesda, MD, in the Laboratory of Cellular and 
Molecular Biology directed by Dr. S.A. Aaronson. For a short 
period of time I shared the office with professor Peter 
Duesberg who was visiting from California. 

 Dr. Robert Gallo was working at the sixth floor of the same 
building. Several Italian fellows, including Dr. Barbara Ensoli, 
now head of the AIDS department of the It. Ministry of 
Health, were working with Dr. Gallo at that time.



In 1991

 I was working at Prassis Research Institute in 
Milan (a subsidiary of Sigma-Tau, one of the 
largest Italian pharmaceutical industries) and I 
became involved with the national association 
for the fight against AIDS (Anlaids) founded 
by the Minister of Health De Lorenzo. 



I remember

 that we invited Dr. Gallo for a conference and 
then we went for a banquet with the Mayor of 
Milan, Paolo Pillitteri, son in law of Italian 
Prime Minister, Bettino Craxi.



In 1992

 I obtained the chair of molecular biology at the 
University of Firenze and I collaborated with 
researchers who where studying the non-viral 
orgin of AIDS. My personal contribution was 
on signal transduction and apoptosis 
(programmed cell death).



In recent years,
 several students preparing their theses showed interest for 

this topic, i.e. the non-viral orgin of AIDS, and I tutored 
them. 

 Quite recently our theses received official recognition by 
the Italian Public Health Service and they are now available 
at the Center for Study and Research on Drug Abuse and 
AIDS (www.cesda.net), a Department of the Public Health 
Service.

 We are grateful to the Region of Tuscany and the 
Department of drug abuse of the Public Health Service for 
providing official recognition to the results.



 In particular, it is worth noting that the thesis of Dr. 
Matteo P. Galletti (now available at request at 
www.cesda.net, in Italian with an English abstract) 
was the starting point of the article in Medical 
Hypotheses (M. Ruggiero, M. P. Galletti, S. Pacini, T. 
Punzi, G. Morucci, M. Gulisano, "Aids denialism at 
the ministry of health" (doi:10.1016/j.mehy.
2009.06.002), as stated in the article. 







Even more interesting

 Is the fact that this recognition came after 
Elsevier’s censorship of the article, thus 
demonstrating not only that Italian Health 
Authorities did recognize the validity of our 
theses, but also that they were not influenced 
by the false statements of a profit-oriented 
publisher.

 The day that the thesis was posted, it was the most 
read article of the Department’s web site.



Several scientific and cultural 
associations

 regularly invite me to give lectures on this 
topic and some of these lectures are available 
in my web site

 
www.marcoruggiero.org





Università degli Studi di Firenze
Facoltà di Scienze Matematiche Fisiche e Naturali

www.marcoruggiero.org
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Few days ago, I received this e-mail

Dear Prof. Ruggero (misspelled, as usual), the 
committee of the PhD programme has approved your 
course with the invitation to underline at the maximum 
the chemical part.





This course!



  In preparation for the meeting at Oakland, we presented 
our results at the joint meeting of the European 
Molecular Biology Organization (EMBO) and the 
Italian Society of Anatomy and Histology. 

 Among the participants, the Nobel Laureates Rita Levi 
Montalcini and Gunter Blobel.




 The Italian Society of Anatomy and Histology 

was founded in 1929 and is one of the most 
prestigeous in its field. 

 We thank the Organizers, the EMBO and the 
Italian Society of Anatomy and Histology for 
giving official and prestigeous recognition to our 
work.





Present and future work on AIDS



recent scientific evidence led us to 
hypothesize that HIV, rather than being 
simply a harmless passenger virus might 
even ...
 Please come to Firenze at the 
Military Health Academy to find out about 
the killer’s promises.



HIV and apoptosis of cancer cells: the killer’s promises
Ruggiero Marco, Punzi Tiziana, Morucci Gabriele, Pacini Stefania

Dipartimento di Patologia e Oncologia Sperimentali, Firenze

 It is estimated that HIV has been in humans for more than 100 
years, thus establishing a delicate survival balance (Curr Opin 
HIV AIDS. 2009; 4: 247-52). In fact, HIV-produced Vpr protein is 
cytotoxic against a number of different tumor cells, and in vivo 
studies have indicated an anti-cancer effect mediated by Vpr (Curr 
HIV Res. 2009; 7: 144-52). 

 The anti-tumor properties of HIV are responsible for 
establishing a symbiotic relationship in humans. 

 
 HIV-associated anti-tumor activity could be responsible for its 

symbiotic relationship with humans that has led to its persistence; 
anti-tumor activity could also be responsible for the fact that, 
despite the potential for different divergent viruses to spread, 
surprisingly few viruses successfully expanded in humans (Curr 
Opin HIV AIDS. 2009; 4: 247-52). 



A paper of ours on AIDS 
 was recently accepted for publication and it is now in press: 

these are some excerpts:

“ … HIV infection is not necessarily associated with AIDS, and 
most HIV-positive subjects do not develop AIDS …”

“ … AIDS can occur in the absence of signs of HIV infection …”

“ … HIV infection and AIDS are not considered relevant threats to 
public health from the epidemiological point of view …” 

“ … HIV serophobia, however, is unjustified …”



How

 do Italian authorities react to your research on 
AIDS?

 
 Have you had difficulties or did you encounter 

ostracism on part of Italian authorities?



Italian

 Authorities showed great interest in our 
research. As I mentioned, our theses were 
recognized by the Public Health Service and a 
course on the chemical origin of AIDS has 
been recently approved. In addition, when our 
paper in Medical Hypothesis was published, 
the University of Firenze proudly issued a 
press statement that was amplified by popular 
media, including Yahoo.it (see following 
slides)













We received 

 Letters (e-mails) of congratulations from 
distinguished scientists.

 Among these, Dr. Guido Poli, Head of the 
AIDS Immunopathogenesis Unit of the San 
Raffaele Scientific Institute of Milano (the 
same Institution of the present Minister of 
Health), who urged us to forward the article to 
the Minister.





The following e-mail

 comes from Stockholm, from a young 
virologist working on HIV



Highly appreciated
 was the unsolicited e-mail from Professor 

Kalichman



Also Professor Kalichman’s words
 about my sincerity and “such a respectable 

career in science” are appreciated.



In addition to these e-mails

 I also received many more from scientists and 
common people asking for information. Here I 
would like to thank in particular, Enrica B., 
Luigi M., Galdino Z., Iuri G., and all the others 
who share with us their doubts, ideas, and 
proposals.



More 
 on academic reactions to our research. The 

RA2009 is announced in the official website of 
the Faculty (Corso di Laurea) of Biological 
Sciences.





This year (2009-2010)

 the number of students applying for the test to 
enter the course (CdL in Scienze Biologiche) 
went from about 300 to about 900.

 In addition, Professor M. Gulisano (senior 
Author of Med Hypo paper) was awarded a 
grant from the Ministry of Health for the 
project “Salute della donna”.



How did authorities

 react to Elsevier withdrawal of your Med 
Hypo paper?

 We received e-mails of support from many 
colleagues and one, from Nobel laureate Prof. 
Brian D. Josephson, was particularly 
appreciated. Also the letters of support from 
the Editor in Chief and from an associate 
Editor of Med Hypo were highly appreciated



However
 most of our Italian colleagues were not surprised at all (please 

remember that we live and work in the city of Galileo). In fact, this 
unilateral censorship, based on anonymous, blatantly false, 
accusations, by a profit-oriented commercial publisher whose 
profits come from advertisement of pharmaceutical industries 
selling anti-retroviral drugs, was so outrageous that everybody 
realized it at first glance. The conflict of interest was so evident 
that it did not need explanation. The perversion of truth originating 
in the deceitfulness of one part, and culminating in the attempted 
(but unsuccessfull) damage of another party, was so evident that 
every one who read the article immediately realized what had 
happened.  



Among the e-mails
 that I received, I like to show this one from the 

young virologist from Stockholm.



I also greatly appreciated
 The interest of a young philosopher, who 

wrote an excellent essay on the topic.



Just before leaving

 we even received this letter of support from a 
supporter of Aidstruth. We thank him for this 
letter that essentially parallels the one from 
Prof. Kalichman (of Aidstruth).



• From: Richard Burton 
• To: stefania.pacini@unifi.it 
• Sent: Sunday, November 01, 2009 3:28 PM
• Subject: in defence of your paper

• Dear Dr. Pacini,
• I am angry at the way your paper with Dr Ruffiero et al. has been treated, though I have no involvement at all with the subject of AIDS.
• I therefore wrote the following letter to aidstruth. If one reads your paper carefully, one cannot conclude that it favours denialism.
• In my letter I did, however, provide aidstruth with excuses for  misunderstanding it, in the hope that they will be more likely to revise their judgement.  I will happily 

write also to others mentioned on the aidstruth website – unless you ask me not to, or indicate that I am wrong.
• Yours sincerely,
• Richard Burton

• My letter to aidstruth:
• Aids denialism at the ministry of health
• I must start by saying that I am far from being an AIDS denialist and that I support the aims of Aidstruth. For that reason I am aghast at how the paper by Ruggiero et al 

(in Medical Hypotheses) has been treated. On the assumption that the evidence in it is correctly reported and that the findings are not already well known, then the paper 
is surely a useful addition to your armoury. I have read it carefully and cannot find any evidence that it is written by denialists. Indeed, the opposite is obviously true if 
one reads the whole paper dispassionately, bearing in mind the stated hypothesis.

• On the other hand, if one holds the paper at arms length and only reads some of the headings, one could certainly form the wrong impression. The headings could be 
mistaken for conclusions reached by the authors, when they are actually indicators of the Italian governmental thinking.

•             I think that the authors did blunder in assuming that readers would read carefully without a faulty preconceived idea of its aim – and also in using those 
potentially misleading headings. Instead, they wrote without expressing bias, as is generally appropriate in science. I know nothing of the authors, but it could be that 
they are so anti-denialist that it never occurred to them to distance themselves from what they probably see as the crackpot fringe of science. 

• How about actual evidence regarding the authors’ aims and attitude? The title hardly seems to have been written by denialists. Moreover, despite the authors’ 
dispassionate treatment of the subject, the impression I get is definitely one of anti-denialism. 

• On pages 10, they wrote: 

• “Quite obviously, immediate notification of any newly discovered HIV infection could help contain the epidemics”.
• At the end of their Conclusions they wrote:
• “Until these measures are not implemented, logics force us to include the Italian Ministry of Health within the AIDS denialist community”.
• There is a second issue – more commonplace and less serious. Aidstruth, on its website, says that the paper “obviously lacks scientific merit”. I do not see that as true, 

except in the sense that the paper is not intended to be a contribution to medical science, but rather an analysis of the official Italian position. Are you able to elaborate on 
that statement for me?

• I note that several bright people have judged the paper to be denialist. That could suggest that I am wrong, but it could easily be the case that each one of those people 
was primed with an adverse opinion of the paper before looking at it.

•             So have I got this wrong? I would grateful if you would tell me of particular passages that prove the authors to be denialists.  In doing so, you might be able to set 
my mind at rest and save me trouble.

•             I write to you not only because I do not want you to discard useful evidence, but also because I worry about the careers and reputations of the authors that are 
probably being blighted inappropriately. 

• Yours sincerely,  Richard Burton
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